
Minutes of FFCNC Board Meeting 
 

Thursday, October 12, 2017 
 

Winston-Salem Foundation, Winston-Salem, NC @ 10:00 am, Pfefferkorn Room 
 

Present: Barbara North, Martha Brown, Ray Kiszely, Crista Douthit, Marylin John, Charles John, 
Leroy Stokes, Lucy Kaplan, Woody Clinard, Ophelia Jones and Karla Shanahan 
 

1. Consent Agenda Items: 
a) Minutes of September 7, 2017 were accepted as written. 

 
2. Christa reported on the Moscow in-bound journey.  The interviews have not yet been 

scheduled at the Embassy.  This is partially due to the reduction in staff due to bad 
Russian and American diplomatic affairs.  We decided on an October 23, 2017 deadline 
to hear if they are coming because we need to cancel bookings and tell the hosts 
whether to expect them or not.  We are also trying to coordinate with Atlanta.  We 
discussed rescheduling a later date because the Visas are good for six months.  There 
are five people in one family.  Visa fees are non-refundable and we would like them to 
be able to use them.  John in Atlanta is not as flexible nor does he seem as excited about 
their visit and has set a deadline of October 31, 2017.  We need to make sure they know 
they are welcome at any time. 

 
3. We then had a protracted discussion about what are four top choices for outgoing 

International Outbound trips we would send to Atlanta.  We reviewed the list that 
Martha had compiled from her survey of the member who were interested in 
International travel.  Two of the top choices, Vietnam and Morocco are special 
programs.  We decided that we needed more info on them.  Martha has concerns about 
the heat and physical difficulty of the Moroccan trip.  Many who chose Taiwan also want 
to go to Thailand and other places.  Atlanta likes to see requests from different 
continents.  If we choose Canada we would like to choose a region.  There were 26 
International travelers who responded to the survey.  These are for 2019 trips.  Our final 
decisions were:  South Africa: Vietnam; Costa Rica; Canada 
 

4. Leroy reported on the six people who are willing to be candidates for the Leadership 
Council.  January meeting finalizes positions that each wants to take on.  So far each 
wants a separate position so we are set.  There is still one position open which we will 
try to fill at or before the Annual Meeting.  People seem to be involved in other 
organizations or are simply burned out.  We voted Woody Clinard in as an At-Large 
member of the Council, not one of the six nominees. We considered holding meeting 
every other month and decided it would be up to the new council.  Barbara to send out 
list of candidates: 

a. Ray-treasurer 
b. Marylin  



c. Martha 
d. Lucy 
e. Barbara 
f. Karla-wants events 
g.  Woody 

Each person will serve for one year and the Council experiment will continue for another              
two years. 
 
 

5. Treasurers report was delivered by Ray.  We have one outstanding check and he is 
having a problem getting in touch with the person.  There was a discussion of how to 
fund in bound Host Coordinator Credit.  One idea was to hold a fifty-fifty raffle, which 
will be tried at the annual meeting.  Discussion reached no conclusion.  We need to find 
someone to shadow Ray to be able to back him up when needed.  Don Sylvester was a 
suggestion. 

 
6. An announcement went out about the Annual Meeting. Jeff Jones, is the invited speaker 

from UNC-G. John Higgins, from the Church hasn’t responded yet, which leaves the 
audio-visual equipment in limbo. Valerie is to do the punch.  Barbara is sending out a 
reminder. 
 

7. We reviewed the Journey Coordinator Guidelines and accepted as is.  Then we had a 
discussion of g ii about rewards and compensation.  Charles felt we should recommend 
to FFI change the rule.  FFI ambassador must pay $25, if rejected they should get that 
money back.  If any money is left over after the event, the club gets to keep it.  Currently 
our club keeps the money if it is $20 or less.  Should the journey coordinator negotiate 
for the whole group on airfares?  The issue wasn’t decided.  It should be on a case by 
case basis was the consensus.  Charles will give Martha new wording for airline discount 
use. As a result, several items were deferred until the next meeting and our acceptance 
of the document was rescinded. 
 

 
8. What do we get from Open World?  The visitors are selected by Ambassadors in each 

country and paid for by the US government.  The guests are usually potential leaders in 
their countries. 

 
 
Minutes submitted by Lucy Kaplan 10/31/17 


